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The 41st Biennial
Convention is at the Hilton in San
Francisco, California
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"Leadership to Recruit,
Retain, Re-member"

Only a few weeks ago | was packing
up my car on Monday to leave after
the Southern Region Conference,
tired, but very satisfied with our
successes.

I will never forget that week,
beginning with the drive up with
Pres. Margaret (Sl/Coral Gables)
ending with final functions our
Memorial Service, awards and Post
Conference Board Meeting. The
meetings went like clockwork, the food scrumptious. (I'm sure we
have all taken away a few extra pounds because of the delicious
food selections throughout the weekend.) Besides we learned how
our clubs accomplish our Soroptimist Mission "to improve the lives of
woman and girls in our communities and throughout the world".

Govermnor Nidia Bernstiel

The SI Huntsville Club members, as the host club of the conference,
worked for over a year to see to the needs of the members. Their
members wanted so very much to share their world of spirit and fun,
and that was certainly accomplished. Every minute, for five days,
was filled with a smile and that warm Southern hospitality; starting
with the wonderful bouquet of roses in the Hospitality Suite and all
the sensational flowers and arrangements throughout the
conference. There was a warm reception at President Judy's lovely
home on Wednesday for the Southern Region Board and guests,
Official Visitor Judy Strong and Suzanne Sullivan. We enjoyed
seeing the sweet ladies at registration, charter members Ms Lois and
Ms Ruby who with Terri (Taylor) were there every day. We opened
the Conference on Friday, we took a chance doing something
different and it succeeded. Then there was the wonderful singer, who
sent chills up my spine when she sang God Bless America. The
leadership workshops were both fun and educational as we learned
to swim right along. The Space Center Event was fabulous and
everyone took home some memories of our missions in space. What
a wonderful way to celebrate both 40 years of space flight and
Soroptimist service by the Huntsville Club. We ate again and enjoyed
Angela's beautiful cakes at the birthday party. As usual our members
showed their creativity in the costumes made for that evening.
Saturday we had our General Session and we went through the
Renaissance Campaign & other Region Chairs' reporting on another
year's work well done. We recognized and were inspired by the
honorees at the "Live your Dream" Luncheon. Our Past Governors
greeted the First Timers and the membership at the evening
receptions and the "stars" really came out at the "Reach for the
Stars" Banquet! We can not forget Donna Haddox's (Sl/Huntsville)
unbelievably funny rendition of a country song, the combo of baton
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twirler GE Priscilla and her daughter Rebecca, flag twirler and the "no
talent' trio DD IV Pat, President Judy and Louise Barlow of the
Huntsville Club.

To sum it up: we Rewarded the outstanding projects and dedicated
members and Recognized our deserving program honorees to
Reinforce our mission and Rejoiced in our accomplishments and
Reflected on the lives of those Soroptimists no longer with us. We
are now Recommitting to our core mission Reviving and Renewing
our enthusiasm. It was Rest and Relaxation for sure but also
Reconnecting with old friends. ALL these Rs help to "Recruit,
Retain, Re-member" our theme for the biennium; they will be added
to the R&R we had in Huntsville, AL at the 83rd Southern Region
Conference.

The Southern Region wants to express our gratitude once again to
the Sl Huntsville AL Club, President Judy, Co-chairs Pat and Louise
for all their hard work and a job well done.

Summer is already here and it is time for retreats not only for the
clubs but each of you. | want to wish you well in all you do.

In The Soroptimist Spirit,
Governor Nidia

What a wonderful region conference in
Huntsville! I'm sure everyone that attended will
agree with me that it was well run,
informational, and lots of fun. Congratulations
to Governor Nidia, Conference Chairs Pat and
Louise, Conference Coordinator Yvette and all
the members of SI Huntsville. Job well done!
Do you want to get some tips on how to get
new members? Talk to the members of the following clubs that have
reached the goal of at least 4 new members this year:

S| Boca Raton-Deerfield Beach S| Coral Gables

Sl Holiday Isles Sl Huntsville

S| Largo-Mid Pinellas

S| St. Lucie

S| Stuart

S| Tampa

S| Tuscaloosa
Congratulations to Sl Tuscaloosa on winning the Membership Gain
Award this year. They had a great membership event to gain several
members.
| receive contact forms from SIA every time a woman in our area
inquiries about Soroptimist. These are women who have found our
web site — either or

and thought enough to leave
their information for follow-up. | send a short e-mail to these women
to thank them for contacting us and then forward the contact
information to the Club President closest to where they live. If you
receive one of these forms from me, please use the information and
invite these women to a meeting or event. If they don’t respond, try
again. | have received over 50 of these contacts so far this year.
Has anybody acquired a member this way? Let me know your
experience.
Summer is a time to relax and re-energize for next year. New




officers will be installed and planning meetings will be held. For me, |
get to attend my first Governor's Round Table in Chicago at the end
of June. 1 think it's finally sinking in what a big job and responsibility |
have ahead of me. I'm sure it will give me a new appreciation for all
those who have been Governor before me. For the time being I'm
going to be a big sponge and soak up all the information | can.

Have a great summer and | hope to see you at the District Meetings
in the fall.

Priscilla Tatarsky
Southern Region Governor Elect
Renaissance Membership Chair

SI BOCA RATON/DEERFIELD BEACH

A $350 scholarship for a young girl in the
Boca community is being donated by the
Soroptimist club of Boca. These funds will
enable the recipient to attend PBCC's
"Summer Youth College" program all
summer long. The "Summer Youth College"
program specifically enables youth, ages 10-14, to select a full day's
worth of "edutainment" classes and activities, all under the
supervision of the teachers at PBCC. The experience endears young
students to the benefits of fututre college level education. Courses
include crafts, math, engineering, dance, sports, and more. Thanks
to our Boca Soroptimist members, Elke Schmidt and Jacie Keeley ,
who head up the administration at PBCC, for encouraging our club to
donate this scholarship. Elke said, "SYC has so many scholarship
requests this year, due to the economy. We hate to see children left
with nothing constructive to do over the summer. We offer an
excellent alternative, and want as many kids as possible to be
included." Kim Champion, Boca Soroptimist club president added,
"My daughter, Alexandra Stewart , is returning for her 2nd summer
in the program. She loves it! SYC has the "fun factor" of a summer
camp, but also exposes kids to college level labs and staff. It
encourages a kid to want to go to college when they grow up." Jacie
Keeley said, "That's why we call it ‘edutainment!™ For more
information on SYC, please call them directly at 561-862-4730 or

. Classes run from June 22, 2009 to July 30,
2009. You can also visit our club’'s website, under "events" for more
SYC information. So far, we have received monies to allow at least 3
girls to go camp this year .

MORE SCHOLARSHIPS FROM SOROPTIMIST OF BOCA!

The 2009 PBCC Foundation Scholarship Endowment from
Soroptimist of Boca has been announced. Dr. Bernadette Russell,
Provost of PBCC and Jacie Keeley of PBCC administration, were
speakers. Kim Champion, Soroptimist of Boca club president,
presented both ladies with our 2009 contribution results towards our
commitment of $20,000.

OCTOBER 14, 2009 "WOMEN OF DISTINCTION AWARDS"
breakfast will be held at West Country Club. Rosemary Krieger is our
honorary chair for '09. This charitable event kicks off the '09-10
society season calendar in Boca!



S| Greater Ft. Lauderdale club

. was born in Liverpool, England. She received
-~ adegree in education from Padgate Training
| College, University of Manchester. She met
her husband, Richard while he was stationed
in England with the US Air Force, and came to
America as a British war-bride in 1953. She
co-founded Bel-Mar Air Conditioning &
Heating Co along with her husband in 1955;
was a member of TransAtlantic Brides and
Parents Association (TBPA), was lifetime
member of Soroptomist International of
Tampa; and attended Terrace Palms community Church.

%s : passed away Saturday, May 30, 2009. Patricia
L L “"'
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TN gg;“ Patricia Margaret Friedel of Lutz, Florida
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Our long time member just passed away and many knew her.
Farewell to Mildred Brown.

“Once a Soroptimist always a Soroptimist.” These were the words of
our beloved member Mildred Brown. On November 14™ Mildred
would have celebrated her 100 Birthday and the S| Greater Ft.
Lauderdale Club was in the process of planning a celebration to
honor her.

Mildred Brown was a woman of faith in every sense of the word and
she entered heaven on May 30, 2009.

Joining Soroptimist International of the America’s in Philadelphia, PA
in April of 1945, she was always deeply committed to the goals of
Soroptimist International. She moved to Ft. Lauderdale in 1955 and
celebrated over 64 years of service to our organization. She was
President of the local club in 1970-71, Chairman of the Fall
Conference in 1962, Editor of the Bulletin, and Chairperson of
Registration and Credentials Committee in1976-1978. She attended
most Federation and International Conventions with her beloved
husband Wally and later with her good friend, Past Governor Alicia
Zachman.

She will be missed by all her club members, Southern Region
members, and friends.

Soroptimist of Naples

The Soroptimist Club of Naples is committed to stopping domestic
violence before it begins. The group today hosted a 50’s Sock Hop
Dance at Bianchi’'s Restaurant to launch its Campaign Against
Domestic Violence.

“Our club selected a Sock Hop theme because it's an affordable fun,
way to kick off our shoes, kick up our heels and kick off the
campaign,” says Ms. Albaugh. Funds raised from the Sock Hop will
be used to provide domestic violence prevention and intervention
tools throughout the county distributed to clergy, employers,
students, educators, attorneys, physicians, health care providers,
and mental health specialists, shelters, local agencies and policing
authorities, she adds.

The 50’s Sock Hop included a lavish Italian buffet lunch with dancing
to the music of the 50’s featuring live entertainment by vocalist and
Soroptimist charter member Jeannie Upton and Dr. J, a local dentist,
and The Night Train Band. Traditional Sock Hop attire (poodle skirts,
bobby socks, saddle shoes, jeans and leather jackets) were worn
and dancing to the 50’s tunes was fun for all. SI Naples members as
well as Southern Region Governor Nidia, District | Director Cathy Iho



and Membership Director Kathi Pease attended as well as other
members from S| Palm Beaches and Coral Gables. The local
community was invited and Lindsey Downs, store manager at Best
Buy Naples, partnered with the Soroptimists by donating the services
of a team of 10 volunteers and a $1,000 check. Best Buy paid its
employees to work the Sock Hop to help support the campaign. This
corporate sponsorship was arranged by Past Governor June Wallace
of SI Largo/Mid Pinellas, who also introduced the Campaign Against
Domestic Violence, donated the initial arsenal of three violence
prevention tools and mentored the SI Naples club to launch the
campaign.

In addition to the Best Buy funds S| Naples raised $1,500. S| Naples
will print at least 25,000 domestic violence prevention tools,
beginning with laminated bookmarks “Loves Me, Loves Me Not” and
“Teen Dating Rights” and later “Keeping Women Safe at Work” z-fold
business cards. All materials will include both the local (239) 775-
1011 and national (800) 799-SAFE (7233) abuse shelter hotlines.
Materials will be printed in English, Spanish and Creole.

Yellow and blue “Loves Me, Loves Me Not” bookmarks identify 16
qualities of a healthy, loving relationship on one side and 16 warning
signs of a victim of abuse on the back side. The “Teen Dating Rights”
bookmark offers a dating quiz that pinpoints behaviors of an abusive
relationship. The bookmark also advocates 19 dating rights to
reinforce happy, healthy relationships.

A convenient business card contains warning signs of domestic
violence at work, including information on what employers can do
and how co-workers can help, is the third intervention tool. While
violence usually occurs at home, abuse can follow a woman to work.
Often the workplace may be the only place a woman has sanctuary,
where she is safe to receive help and support.

S| Naples Sock Hop

SI HOMESTEAD started four (4) years ago to adopt a 3" grade
classroom of students at a local Elementary School. These students
have learning disabilities and/or emotional disabilities; several have
repeated grades more than once or not passed the FCAT'S. Our
major goal was to help with their reading abilities and have them read
to us to improve their reading skills.




Our club tries to make sure that we can be there during various
holidays and especially Christmas where several of our members do
crafts with them, take their pictures and make ornaments with them.
Some have never had this experience and the parents and children
are so happy and proud.

S| Homestead purchases supplies for the classroom that the school
does not have allocated funding. We ask for a special request “wish
list” from the teacher and also major items to help the teachers
implement their programs more effectively. This includes purchasing
special book series requested by the teacher and also the club
purchased back packs with tape recorders and books donated to the
teacher for the children to take home and work on since a lot of their
parents are illiterate. We have helped a few children by supplying
them with food to take home because they were starving. This
required us to be very diplomatic about our approach with the
selected individuals because there is so much need. A lot do not
have good home lives.

Our members also participate in Career Day with a lot of discussion
on the children’s goals and ambitions and we encourage them to
fulfill their dreams.

We have them write thank you letters to our troops who are deployed
to Irag or Afghanistan and include their letters in the “care packages”
our club sends to the troops.

We also volunteer on the day school pictures are taken and help the
children and staff.

Our classroom teacher modeled in our Annual Fundraising Fashion
Show last fall and she was a great guest speaker that day and was
S0 very appreciative of what our club has meant to her students and
to her classroom. This is an ongoing project and thank you very
much to our members who participate in this truly worthwhile and
fulfilling project.

The four Soroptimist clubs in the Tampa Bay
area held their annual Joint Installation of
Officers on June 6, 2009. A lovely luncheon
was hosted by S| Holiday Isles at Sam
Seltzer’s Steakhouse, and we were lucky
enough to have Governor Nidia attend this fun
event. District Director Il Betsi installed officers
from Sl Holiday Isles, Sl Largo/Mid-Pinellas, SlI
Tampa and S| Upper Pinellas. Each outgoing
club president gave a report on the activities of their clubs for the
2008-2009 club year. Wow, what a busy group of ladies!

The photo (left to right) District Director Il Betsi Lewis, Holiday Isles
President Cathy Sue Currant, Upper Pinellas President Susan
Kinney-Lowell, Largo/Mid-Pinellas President Mary Ramsey, and SI
Tampa President Lorraine Lundy .



S| Largo/Mid -Pinellas held their annual Mother’s Day event at
Pinellas Village ( ), a 120-apartment
community providing single-parent families with economic and
emotional self-sufficiency opportunities. Pinellas Village is our club's
identifying service project, and in 2007 we won the Governor’s
Service Award for our various Pinellas Village projects.

Each year, our Mother's Day event provides the community's children
with an opportunity to choose from a multitude of donated gifts to
choose the "perfect” one as a present for their mothers. Our
members assist the children with selecting the gift and preparing it for
presentation, with a card, to their mothers.

This year, Sl Largo discovered a special volunteer program run by
Best Buy that works with 501(c)3 non-profit organizations, preferably
(but not only) working with children ages 13-18. Through this
program, 12 local Best Buy employees volunteered their time at our
Wednesday afternoon event. The volunteers and SI members helped
approximately 150 children choose their gifts and wrapped them in
"green bags" donated by You&Me (a local non-profit program run

by our local Family Resources). Then, the Best Buy employees took
a picture of each child, which was developed on the spot and placed
in a special Best Buy Mother’s Day frame that the children could
decorate.

Following the event, we were informed that the Best Buy Tag Team
Award Program would also be making a financial contribution to our
club in their effort to encourage local volunteerism by

providing charitable gifts to the organizations where their employees
volunteer. What a fantastic way to end an incredibly successful
event!

Submitted by Shireen Lackey (Sl Largo/Mid-Pinellas President 2008-
2009) and June Wallace (S| Largo/Mid-Pinellas Treasurer 2008-
2009).

Cause for Celebration : Our own Pat Gerard has consented to
renewing her membership in SI Largo. Her heart has always been
here, and she has been and will continue distributing our “Loves me,
Loves me Not” and “Teen Dating Rights” bookmarks through Family
Resources, but with her huge responsibilities and time commitments
as Chief Operating Officer of Family Resources www.Family-
Resources.org and as Mayor of the City of Largo she has no time
left. Pat will not be able to attend any meetings; nor will she be able
to commit any time for our club’s activities. She is rejoining after
being reassured of our “No Guilt Club Philosophy” and with the
understanding that she is returning to our membership roles as an
endorsement of our service projects.

Project: Education

The club should soon be receiving essays from our students at the
three rural schools we are supporting in the Philippines. We had
asked the schools to manage two essay contests. The first would be
something related to “How | can be a good Filipino citizen to improve
my home, school, community, country or the world through
volunteering, sharing or caring for others?” We suggested winners for
each grade. We also suggested a contest for the graduating class
describing their best teacher. It will be interesting to hear what the
children have to say. Judges for the contest include other
Soroptimists, elected officials, community leaders, retired and high
school teachers. The Pascuals will be returning with stories of their
visit to at least one of the schools and will bring the disposable
cameras we sent so we can develop the pictures of the school and
the children.



With all the shipping done, we will soon be deciding how much to
distribute to each school for their capital needs from the remaining
proceeds of our golf tournament. Schools had asked for financial
help with a fence, computers, desks and classroom construction.
Maybe our help will make a dent in their needs and encourage their
communities to help out with the difference. They are so very
grateful for our international attention to their small overcrowded
schools. We did make an impact on their libraries by sending nearly
2000 books!!

--Darlene Kalada

Women's Opportunity Award

Our March 8 International Women'’s Day High Tea: Chair Evelyn
Bethel did a fabulous job coordinating the event, we are very thankful
to the Palms of Largo for sponsoring the event without charge to our
club; D.J.’s Florist, 5315 East Bay Drive for providing Tiffany’s
corsage and filling the “Live Your Dream” Mugs (gifts for each of the
Judges and our Speaker) with lovely flower arrangements; Bobbie
Grunz for an outstanding job again this year of providing fresh Azalea
centerpieces for all the tables; for our wonderful speaker — she blew
us away - and for all the members and friends of Sl Largo for their
contributions and attendance. Many of you requested a copy of the
Narrative portion of our winner's WOA Application and of our

speaker’s presentation so here goes:

Email from Evelyn: The WOA winner is Tiffany Peterson of Tarpon
Springs. She is 29 years old and the mother of two boys, ages 9 and
10 years. She has Sickle Cell Anemia and struggling to make a
better life for her sons. She attends SPC.

From Tiffany’s narrative:

“My life hasn't been the best. In my 29 years of life my father was
killed, so | had to grow up without him to lean on. | know that it must
have been God's will because | survived rape at age 16. | should
have gone through counseling, but | shamed my family so | moved
away and | had a life that at first scared me to death. In December of
1997, | was in my senior year of high school when | found out | was
pregnant and once again | was shunned by my family. When | gave
birth I thought | would be able to start college buy my son was
premature and not healthy. When he was released after five
surgeries the abuse started. At first it was a slap or a kick then it
became black eyes. During the time | reached out to my family and
was told it was a part of my life and | had a child so | had to deal with
it. The following year brought a new baby and more abuse due to
the fact that | wanted to return to school. Once my throat was
slashed and | knew he didn't love me. He just wanted me to die.
Once | stashed enough money | left and to my surprise he did not
object. | moved back to Florida with two babies and $11.00. | left
him visit the kids and on his first visit he kicked me in the chest,
fractured my wrist and shot, but missed me six times. Once |
survived that attempt on my life | knew never again. So | have had
serious health issues due to that fact that | have sickle cell disease.

| told myself that nothing was going to keep me from taking care of
my children and protecting them from the life | had. Since going to
school, | have worked hard to one day have a new story to share
about my life with the great moments.

I am currently enrolled at Saint Petersburg College. | was just
accepted into the International Business program. This coming



January | will start working on my bachelors degree. The reason |
chose to go back to school was my two sons. | wanted to show my
sons that no matter what curve balls life throws at you, you can still
be successful. | feel that with a degree | can finally have a home that
| worked hard to get. Section 8 and my disability check have been a
true blessing for my family. With a degree based on marketing | can
still be a mom and if necessary | can still work from the hospital.
Getting my degree would
open so many doors for my
children and | will no longer
have to wonder if we will
have enough food to eat. “

LARGO —Inonly 2 1/2
years our local club has
distributed more than
70,000 domestic violence
awareness bookmarks;
provided aid for residents
in an impoverished area of the Philippines; celebrated International
Women’s Day by presenting an award to a local individual; and
represented by a member at the United Nations Human Rights
Conference.

That only scratches the surface of the projects the Soroptimist
International of Largo Mid-Pinellas County has undertaken since its
inception in June 2005.

“There was a Soroptimist club in Upper Pinellas and one on the St.
Pete beaches. We felt the need to fill the mid part of the community,”
said June Wallace, a founding member of the club. Internationally,
“peace is our unifying purpose,” Wallace said. “We feel that this
campaign against domestic violence is a very valid part of that. It's
been supported by our (Largo) mayor and our police chief. They've
both donated personally and distributed our domestic violence
campaign tools,” she said.

We have distributed over 70,000 of our original “Loves me, Loves me
not” bookmarks, which list the qualities of a healthy relationship.
They go faster than they can be printed.

In addition, the club has distributed 10,000 teen-dating bookmarks in
the past two months. As part of the domestic violence prevention
initiative, the club produced a Z-fold wallet card called “Keeping
Women Safe at Work” in time for the Largo Mid-Pinellas Chamber of
Commerce Women in Business Expo Feb. 4, winning the prize for
the best table at the expo because it best represented “peace is our
unifying purpose.”

The bookmarks, which are distributed to women'’s shelters, churches,
police departments, schools and other entities, are responsible for
saving the life of at least one domestic violence victim. Bookmarks
were given to a local nurse practitioner who had a woman coming in
suffering from domestic violence. After talking with her, the nurse
practitioner gave her the bookmark. The woman went home, looked it
over, packed up her children and her belongings and left. That night
her husband came home with a gun with the intent of killing them all.”
The club’s efforts to curb domestic violence drew praise from Largo
Police Chief Lester Aradi. “As for Soroptimists, they have been a
strong partner in helping educate the public on domestic violence,
available resources to turn to and especially reaching out to
teenagers through their bookmark programs,” Aradi said in an e-mail.
He further stated that teenagers and young adults just experiencing
new relationships often have not developed the necessary
knowledge or insight to understand which behaviors of their partners

hutpZZisorontimistsHorg/indexdhuimi



constitute red flags and might lead to controlling or future violence.

Sl Largo is also a strong supporter of Pinellatagi, a
residential community that helps single-family pasebecome
self-sufficient through on-site resources and haogisClub
members donated 235 gifts for a secret Santa hotidey,
assisting children in selecting presents. They aise
involved in similar Mother’s Day gift-giving proj¢éx

When a resident reaches an important goal, theprioNides
incentives, such as gas cards, crock pots and npagises.
Each resident is given a nice laundry basket filgtth cleaning
supplies when they move in as their Welcome Horfte gi
Cleaning supplies cannot be purchased with foadssavhich
the club identified as a real need for these res&de

Our club’s recipient of the Women’s Opportunity Awavas
Tiffany Peterson, 29, of Tarpon Springs. Struggltmgnake a
better life for herself, Peterson is a mother af tvoys, has
sickle cell anemia and is a victim of domestic giate. She
was accepted into the international business pnogaSt.
Petersburg College. Peterson was presented a $dhege.
Recruiting new members is a big goal for SI Largerethough
they currently have 26 members, including two malée club
meets the first Thursday of each month, 6 to 8 abthe
Rehab Center at Palm Gardens of Pinellas, 200AhS.E.,
Largo.

District lll members attending the Southern
Region Conference in Huntsville reported a
marvelous time was had by all. Thanks to
of Huntsville for hosting this fun and
informative conference.

District lll has been very busy recruiting
new members, raising awareness of the
human trafficking problems, and
sponsoring fund raising events.

SI

S| of Atlanta_did an evening program on human trafficking titled
“STOP Trafficking: Combating Slavery in our Backyard!” This
program brought together some of the people who are leading the
charge to fight slavery in Georgia and around the world. One of the
goals for this highly successful program was to learn how Sl Atlanta
might be able to partner with these groups to put a stop to human
trafficking. Panelists for this evening roundtable program included
Hannah Rinehart, Wellspring Living for Girls; Cheryl DeLuca-
Johnson, Street GRACE; Debra Potter, Perimeter Church; and Mark
Hoerrner, Not For Sale.

Another special event that Sl of Atlanta members participated in was
the partnering with Crossing the Jordan for a “Walk for Autism”. Sl of
Atlanta club member participants were President Jesse Paton, VP
Margaret Paton Rabun, Judy Calland, Nancy Sfameni, and new
member Francina Price Pace.



Sl of Columbus, Georgia _had a very successful fashion show. A
portion of the proceeds, $2500.00, was donated to the region’s
breast cancer Coalition which offers a program to assist low income
women in getting breast cancer screening. Sl of Columbus, Georgia
also continues it's partnership with Cusseta Road Elementary
School. This year’s projected involves the students in writing and
publishing their own stories. The installation of officers occurred 27
May 2009. The newly installed officers are President, Flo Sumner;
President-Elect, Carol Hutcheson; Treasurer, Lee Ann Tipton;
Corresponding Secretary, Sandy Cullen; Recording Secretary,
Freddie Richardson; Board Members Diane Hinnant, Pris Mathews,
and Kristin Bagley.

Sl of Montgomery, Alabama__ had two very successful fund raising
projects this quarter. They sold over 300 geraniums this year a large
increase over last year. The funds will certainly help their awards
account. The money made on the $1000.00 raffles will be donated
to the Lighthouse Counseling Center to help female victims of rape
and domestic violence. Members continue to work with the girls at
the Sheriff’'s Girls Ranch and are looking forward to the “back to
school” event planned for this summer. A silent auction at the
program meeting in May will also be added to the awards coffer.

S| of Tuscaloosa, Alabama proud owners of the “Most New
Members” award at the Southern Region Conference in Huntsville
(way to go Ladies) will continue working on recruitment and
retention. They had an unbelievably successful fashion show this
year with media coverage and all. Sl of Tuscaloosa members are
already working on plans for next year with eyes on additional
awards at conference--media and newsletter??? There is a
scheduled picnic as well as installation of new officers planned
before the club takes a couple of months off for the summer.

Sl of Columbus, Mississippi

This past quarter members of SI Columbus, MS did "Purses for a
Purpose" for clients of Recovery House, Inc, substance abuse
treatment program for women. A local salon donated some wonderful
purses and our members all brought something to put in the purse.
They continue to work on recruitment and retention. Governor

Nidia was their special guest at their awards luncheon in April.

ITS ASMALL WORLD
(Written by Patricia McCay, District IV Director,
S| Huntsville, AL)

The day began as any other day. But it would
soon become quite memorable and prove that
the world of Soroptimist is a very small one.
As | busied myself with normal daily activities,
the morning soon was almost behind me. But
before | left for an outside appointment, | decided to check my emails
one last time. There in my email inbox was an email from a
Soroptimist Mom in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. The email had come to
me via several “forwards” throughout our global organization:
Mongolia to Japan, Japan to the US Midwestern Region, the
Midwestern Region to then Southern Region Governor Connie
Desko, and then to me as President of our club at the time.
Dolgorma “Dolly” Jamiyan, a Soroptimist from so far away, was




performing a
Mongolian dance at
Southern Region Conference

sending her only daughter halfway across the world to accept a one
year scholarship to the University of Alabama in Huntsville, Alabama.
Her daughter, Uyanga, would be studying Business Administration
with a major in marketing. This would be the first time she would be
away from home so far away and for such a long time. Dolly simply
was hoping to find a contact here...just in case.

Reading that email was
amazing. You see, my
own daughter spent 7
years living in Germany
and oh how | had wished
so many times that | had
had a contact whom |
could have called...just in
case | ever needed to do
so0. Yet the bigger

- : " e coincidence was that | had
attended the University of Alabama in Huntsville and received my
degree in Business Administration with a major in marketing. The
parallel was truly uncanny! Needless to say, | quickly agreed to be
Dolly’s contact and sent off my acceptance right away along with my
contact information.

It was not long before Dolly contacted me directly to introduce herself
and express her appreciation. She included some personal
introduction information and several photographs so | could begin the
process of getting to know her family. I, of course, reciprocated with
both information and photographs and we were well on our way to
becoming friends.

On August 9, Uyanga arrived in Huntsville to begin her year long
educational adventure. The University’s Foreign Exchange
Department had arranged for her arrival and transportation to the
school and assisted with her settling into her new residence and
school community.

After a few days of fighting jet lag, unpacking her suitcases and trying
to learn her away around campus, | received another email. This time
it was from Uyanga just to say “hello”.

This is how a very unique friendship began. Uyanga and | have sent
many emails to each other, shared many lunches and countless
hours shopping. She stayed at our home and shared the
Thanksgiving holiday with my family. And as the good Soroptimist
daughter she is, she volunteered to help with our club’s gift wrapping
project to benefit a local Crisis Hot Line. She even offered to perform
an authentic Mongolian dance for our club’s Christmas Party — which
we quickly accepted and thoroughly enjoyed!

Dolly and | have also become close through this experience. We
have exchanged many emails and small Soroptimist gifts. But best of
all, we have discussed the possibility of how and when we might
actually meet face to face one day -- at a Soroptimist meeting, of
course!

So my message to you is this: If you are going through your emails
one day and you get a request from someone who needs a helping
hand from far away, say “Yes!” very quickly. It will turn out to be one
of the most satisfying, fun and amazing things you will ever do. | can
assure you the experience has changed my life and has given back
to me so much more than | could ever have imagined! | now have
two new members added to my family. And what could be better than
that? It is truly a small world.



District IV clubs have been busy with fundraisers, membership
drives and, of course, recuperating from the Southern Region
Conferencel!

Sl Franklin, TN held their Derby Day Race for Victory (with its
Kentucky Derby theme) on May 2, from 4-8 p.m. Attendees viewed
the Kentucky Derby race while sipping Mint Juleps and enjoying
Kentucky Derby style delicacies such as Shrimp Burgoo, mini hot
browns, Derby pie and Chess pie. Ticket sales and silent auction
proceeds were approximately $3,200.00 with around 35-40
attendees at the event. They also went all out on their decorations:
table linens were in bright colors to represent the jockey silk colors at
the race. Proceeds for this fundraiser will go to BRIDGES Domestic
Violence Center clients with housing needs. Congratulations, SI
Franklin, on a successful and fun project!

S| Music City and SI Nashville have been working together to
recruit new members to their clubs. They held a joint membership
fundraiser on April 2, 6-9 p.m., at Blackstone Brewery in Nashville.
Each club solicited local businesses for gift certificates, door prizes
and baskets for a Chinese Auction. Those wishing to participate in
the Chinese Auction purchased a bid paddle for $5.00 at the door.
Both clubs invited prospective members to the event and both clubs
signed a new member at the event! These clubs exemplify the
Soroptimist spirit in teamwork, sharing and lending a helping hand.
Great job, ladies!

Sl Huntsville hosted a fun and informative 83rd Southern Region
Conference, April 23-26, 2009. From the Dutch Treat dinner, the
Friendship Party at the Space & Rocket Center and Saturday’'s
Awards Luncheon to the Saturday night banquet and the “No Talent
Showcase”, everyone seemed to have “a blast” and enjoyed the time
making new friends and reacquainting with old ones. In additional,
this busy and informative Conference weekend was jam packed with
focus groups, special speakers and updates from SIA. Thank you, SI
Huntsville, for hosting a fun-filled conference and making all the
Southern Region members feel welcome!

UN Global Report on Trafficking in Persons
On 12 February 2009, Academy Award-winning American actress
Mira Sorvino was named as Goodwill Ambassador to combat human
trafficking for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC). In her remarks, Ms. Sorvino highlighted that on the 200th
anniversary of the birth of former United States President Abraham
Lincoln who led the emancipation of slaves in his country, there was
an urgent need for human trafficking to be relabeled as slavery so
“people can't tune out the human suffering.” Not being called slavery,
she emphasized, “helps to keep us in denial” about the true nature of
human trafficking.
The date above coincided with the release of a new UN Global
Report on Trafficking in Persons showing that, on the plus side, the
number of countries implementing the international agreement that
addresses trafficking in persons has doubled. Of the 155 countries
that were surveyed, over 60 per cent had enacted laws following a
special UN protocol to fight human trafficking adopted in 2003. On
the other hand, many governments still resist enforcement, and
nearly half of all nations have yet to bring a single perpetrator of the
scourge to justice.

The new UNODC study sadly reports that only one victim out of



every 100 trafficking cases is rescued, and that at present there are
22,500 cases of people being recovered worldwide. However, the
study does not come up with a worldwide number of trafficking
victims, due to lack of reliable statistics that go to the core of the
problem. While the most common manifestation of trafficking is
sexual exploitation (accounting for 80 per cent of the phenomenon),
other activities such as forced labor in mines, factories, sweatshops
or domestic servitude, as well as child soldiers, are less frequently
detected.

Globalization is singled out as facilitating movement of people and
commodities around the world, and no country is immune from this
epidemic. Additionally, given the current financial crisis, the report
concludes by saying “With economic hardship in the Third World, it is
more likely that a greater number of people are going to be more
vulnerable than they were.”

Margaret McCaffery, UN Chair
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Goal 3 of the Millennium Development Goals:
“Promote gender equality and empower women”

On 25 September 2008, the
UN held a High-level Event
on the Millennium
Development Goals
(MDGs). It was a special
informal event bringing
together a broad coalition of
Heads of State, as well as
leaders of the private sector
and civil society, which
included Bill Gates and P.M.
Gordon Brown of he UK,
They came to rally around
the call to action to slash
poverty, hunger, disease
and other socio-economic ills by 2015. At the end of the day, UN
Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon announced an estimated $16
billion in new commitments to meet the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), including some $1.6 billion to bolster food security,
more than $4.5 billion for education and $3 billion to combat malaria.

The new commitments are remarkable because it comes against



food, climate and financial crises which are impeding advances in
meeting the internationally agreed anti-poverty targets.

Mr. Ban has called for a summit on the MDGs in 2010 to further
assess the delivery of the commitments undertaken.
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Our Public Awareness Chair  Ann Decatrel
(adecatrel@att.ngtwould like you to report to her if you have any
media events, attended by the Press, mentions in the local papers,
PSAs, or increased membership due to these events.
| want to thank her for moving into this position when needed. She
had a special presentation at Conference. | hope your clubs are
using some of her public awareness tips and appreciate her efforts.

The 2007-2008 Program Impact Report

1,120 women helped through the Soroptimist Women's Opportunity
Awards. (Southern Region had 100% patrticipation - 25 winners.)
7,414 women and girls reached through the Soroptimist Club Grants
for Women and Girls

1, 328 women and their families benefited from the Sorptimist
Disaster Relief Grants.

As Soroptimist Clubs the impact on your local communities is
outstanding, but when combined with the impact around the world,
it's amazing.

So, feel good about the organization you support and belong to.
Congratulate your club on their fantastic work. Raise awareness in
your community about the international impact of our organization
and thank club supporters to encourage even more engagement.
Your part in helping women and girls throughout the world to live
their dreams is immeasurable.

Congratulations to all our Program Awards Winners

Violet Richardson Award - Brittany Young, submitted by SI/Ft
Lauderdale, 14 Clubs participated.

100 % Woman's Opportunity Award - 1st place -Ann Sage,
submitted by Sl/Tampa, 2nd place -Melissa Edwards, submitted by
Sl/Huntsville 3rd place - Jessica Sager, Sl/Holiday Isles

Making a Difference Award - Linda Smith from Shared Hope,
submitted by Sl/Stuart - 5 clubs participated.

Other Awards At Conference

Goverrnor's Service Award- Homestead "Boxes for the Troops"
Membership Net Gain - Tuscaloosa, AL

Attendance : 1st Homestead (59.3%), 2nd Montgomery (45.5%), 3rd
Music City (35.3%)

Mileage: 1st Homestead, 2nd Palm Beaches, 3rd Ft. Lauderdale
Newsletter : Tampa

Press Book : Stuart



~ A HEART OF ROSES TO THE FOLLOWING PURSE
CONTRIBUTORS ~

S| Huntsville - Soroptimist Goodies
Remember The Baskets
40" SIA Biennial Convention Poster
District 11l Director - Birds | See
On Safari

Governor - Soroptimist Road SigMissing Pieces 4
Night Out, A Bit of Hong Kong, Travel Cosmetic Bag

Fundraising Chair - Dis ‘N Dat

S| Atlanta - Expressively Yours

S| Boca Raton-Deerfield Beach - Fountain of Youth
S| Davie - Purse Potpourri

S| Greater Ft. Lauderdale An Evening Out

Sl Homestead - Mother’s Day
Sl Largo - Relaxing Day at the Beach
S| Naples - Pamper Yourself

S| St. Lucie - Something Special

S| Stuart — Mystical Dog Days

Sl Tampa - A Woman'’s Protection Kit

Sl Upper Pinellas - A Coach Just For You

Fundraising:
Purse Raffle $1,353.00
(60 toward next year's quilt)



TOTAL LAUREL SOCIETY: $5,250.00
Inductees — Attaché Level:

Sue Askins S| Homestead
Priscilla Tatarsky Sl Music City
Karen Vaina Sl Stuart
Margaret Richebourg Sl Stuart
- Jeanine Webster S| Stuart from the Quilt

Additional Contributions (to current membership):
Judy Calland S| Atlanta



