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DISTRICT I CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI Homestead (continued) 
 

7)   The Club purchased 500 reams of school notebook paper for SOS (“Start off Smart”), a  
       Homestead Police Department Program created to provide support services to fami- 
       lies exposed to Domestic Violence.   
8)   Club Vice President, Laurie Conner purchased a laptop computer donated from the  
       Club for Carole Zabaze, one of our previous “Live Your Dream” winners and we had a  
       nice luncheon presentation for her.  
9)   Installation Luncheon at the Marriott Courtyard for new members, Claudia Zamora  
       and Debbie Page. 
10) June Makis kicked off the Golf Cart Project and we were off and running.  Thanks to  
        Jeff Roberts (member Tammy Triana’s brother) who dragged our cart around town.  
11) Lunch at the Woman's Club of Homestead for their 100 years of service.  Member   
       Yvonne and President Yvette presented a lovely framed photograph of their building,  
       at the event.  Also received some publicity in the local paper, The News Leader. 
12) Six (6) members attended the District Meeting in Tampa, FL and had a great time!   
13) Moved around town with Golf Cart for ticket sales and it was a huge success with the  
        winning ticket pulled at a Friday Night Burger Brawl, an event downtown Home- 
        stead, on November 15, 2015.  The cart was at a different location and events around  
        town for six (6) weeks.  What a blast we had and made a nice profit!! 
14) Special Luncheon Meeting for Golf Cart winners, and for a “Baskets of Care” recipient  
        and her family.   
 15) Club Vice President, Laurie Conner took Sabrina Cruz shopping for groceries before  
         Thanksgiving.   
16)  The Club gave turkeys for Thanksgiving to needy families at Redondo Elementary  
         School where their children attended school.  
17)  Sadly, we lost Sabrina Cruz and donated monies to help her kids’ father purchase  
         new clothes for Sabrina’s funeral.  Several members attended. 
18)  Laurie got a Christmas tree donated and delivered to the Domestic Shelter and we  
         had lunch there.  
19)  Our Soroptimist Club’s Christmas Party at Club member Renee Dunn’s beautiful  
         home.  Most of the food was homemade and brought by the members in attendance. 
20)  Christmas gifts for Sabrina’s kids (shopped, wrapped and delivered).  
 

21) Lunch with Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs - Robert Epling, President of Community Bank,  
       was the Keynote Speaker.  
New to club….  
Set up credit card swipe for Golf Cart sales  
Shutter Fly account for saving and viewing our pictures of projects and events  
Did a video on website “See my Beach.com”  

(continued) 
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DISTRICT I CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI Homestead (continued) 
 

Future Goals… Projects to work on!   
Human Trafficking Awareness Event    
Ruby Award - honor a woman in the community    
Committees set up!  
Lunch at the Homestead Community Center for set up of “Martinis, Massages, & Mani-
cures” Event; and planning this event. 
Club Education on Scholarships  
 

Way to Go ladies! 
 
 

SI Stuart - Lucy M. Lueg 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SI Stuart’s TRUST Committee recently hosted “Dinner with Your Daughter” for the pur-
pose of educating young teens and their parents on the topic of safe and healthy dating.   
TRUST stands for:  Teen Relations Using Safe Tactics.   Following a catered dinner, the 
teens and parents separated to attend their individual workshops. 
 

Two professionals were featured at the event.   Virginia O. Jones, LCSW, from Helping 
People Succeed, conducted the workshop for the parents entitled “Parenting Teens with 
Love & Logic”.  Sue Dockerill, CEO of Life Works, moderated the workshop for the teens 
entitled “Empowering Teens in Their Relationships”. 
 

The TRUST Committee, led by Co-Chairs Lucy M. Lueg and Glenna Parris, consists of com-
mittee members Karen Dobbins, Pamela Hough, Eula Clark, and Sharon Kinane.  In addi-
tion, Monique Robbins, from Safespace also participated on the committee to assist with 
the planning for this event.                    (continued) 
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DISTRICT I CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI Stuart (continued) 
 

This year’s “Dinner with Your Daughter” was very successful.   We had 61 attendees, 33 of  
which were teens.  The teens were actively engaged in their workshop and were provided  
with valuable information regarding healthy teen relations.  Likewise, the parents were  
given helpful hints as to how to relate to and communicate with their teens.  At the end of  
the night, the teens were given a goodie bag containing a bookmark that listed anony-
mous inspirational quotes about teen relationships, a pen imprinted with our TRUST 
logo, a book called “Wisdom from The Four Agreements” and some tasty sweet treats. 
 

Prior to leaving the event, the attendees were asked to fill out a survey to let us know 
how they rated their experience.  The feedback from the surveys was very positive.  This 
was the TRUST Committee’s fourth healthy teen dating event and we plan to continue 
this annual tradition in order to continue to educate parents and teens on the vital topic 
of healthy teen dating. 
 
 
 

SI Davie - President Kathy Blanton 
 

  Stolen Girls...Stolen Dreams 
  Tackling the issue of human trafficking and  
  looking for ways to help end it, Soroptimist  
  International of Davie recently hosted a poster  
  contest, “Stolen Girls…Stolen Dreams,” on  
  January 15, 2015 at Old Davie School Histori- 
  cal Museum.  January is recognized as Human 
  Trafficking Awareness Month, and the Davie  
  club, in partnership with Soroptimist Interna- 
  tional of the Americas, has taken on the mis- 
  sion to highlight and educate the community  
  on awareness of human trafficking.  

 

The artists are high school juniors and seniors (11th and 12th grade) from western 
Broward County, Florida schools.  The posters they created depicted their vision of the 
sorrows and tragedies associated with human trafficking.  The winners are First Place, 
“Everyone Has A Dream” by Paris Nathanael Casasola-Zepeda; Second Place, “Bondage” 
by Jewel Peart; and Third Place, “Breaking the Chain” by Amanda Gail Hines. The artists 
were awarded cash prizes and ribbons and their posters have been reproduced and are 
displayed throughout the Davie and Cooper City Town Halls, the Westfield Broward Mall, 
and in local businesses. 
  

 



 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” 
~Mahatma Gandhi 
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DISTRICT I CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI Davie (continued) 
 

  The evening was highlighted by a presentation from guest  
  speaker Dr. Sandrine Gaillard-Kenney, Ed. D., chair of the  
  Health Science Department and an Associate Professor at Nova  
  Southeastern University. She’s been involved in raising aware- 
  ness of human trafficking and in researching the issue since 2010.  

  Other special guests included the artists, their parents and friends,  

  and art teachers; Detective Nick Masters, BSO Strategic Investiga 

  tions; Caryl Hattan, Vice Mayor, Town of Davie; and Susan Stark- 

  ey, Councilmember, Town of Davie.  
 

  On Wednesday, February 4, 2015, the Town of Davie honored our  

  winners at a Town Council Meeting.  Our club President, Kathy 

  Blanton spoke briefly describing our project and how these students  

  helped get the word out through their artwork. Mayor Judy Paul intro 

                                       duced the winners and presented them with certificates.   
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DISTRICT II CLUB NEWS 
SI Pinellas County - Betsi Lewis 
 

SI Pinellas County had a resounding success with their Live Your Dream Awards lunch-
eon on Saturday, February 21, 2015.  Due to some fabulous fundraising by member Pat 
Arbutine, we were able to award $8,000 to four very worthy women.  
 

Thais is going to the University of South Florida to complete her bachelor’s degree in Edi-
torial Writing while Christina is working on her degree in Health Services Administration 
and is starting her own 501(c)3 to work with young women.  Vanessa is already working 
as an R.N. but with only a 2 year degree.  She needs to obtain her Bachelor’s degree to 
move ahead in her career and is working towards being an ARNP.  She is especially eager 
to work with our club with the Dream It, Be It Program.  And Dee has just graduated with 
her A.S. degree in Audio & Digital Production and is attending Full Sail University to ob-
tain her B.S. degree in Media Communications to become a producer. 

 

 
 
 
What was special is that the honorees “clicked” and exchanged phone numbers so they 
could stay in touch and encourage each other.  The event was well attended and the event 
is being published in the local paper this week.  
 

(continued) 

 

(l-r): D’Allesandra Santiago, Christina Joseph, Vanessa Belcher 

and Thais Leon-Miller. 
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DISTRICT II CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI Pinellas County (continued) 
 
 

   As challenged by Governor Terri, SI Pinellas 
   County took part in the Southern Region Human  
   Trafficking Awareness Day by partnering with 
   the Clearwater Library System and hosted a one  
   hour seminar on both Saturday January 10th and  
   Sunday January 11th.  Turnout was less than ex- 
   pected but the people who did attend were  
   shocked, disgusted and couldn’t believe this  
   was happening in their own neighborhoods.  It 
    seems that the awareness and educational effort  

is starting to pay off by getting the word out to the community.  On Saturday the present-
er was Donna Cross who showed a short video about a girl who was rescued just as she 
was being ready to be abducted. It was a very powerful and emotional video. On Sunday 
Robin Wilfong from the STAAR (Stop The Abuse And Rescue) organization discussed 
what was being done with girls that have been rescued locally.  
 
 
 

SI St. Lucie - Edna June-Williams 
 

Our ANNUAL “SPRING SIZZLER FLING” Luncheon and Fashion Show will be held on Sat-
urday, April 18, 2018, 12 noon at the Pelican Yacht Club, 1120 Seaway Drive, Fort Pierce, 
Florida.  Guests will enjoy a sumptuous luncheon which includes a salad, hot entre e, vege-
tables, rolls, butter, coffee, tea and dessert.  After lunch, guests will be highlighted by a 
fashion show and entertainment; Tickets will be available for opportunities to bid on gift 
baskets and to win door prizes.  Proceeds will benefit Soroptimist Live Your Dream Schol-
arship and charities.  This year, we will present one $1,000 scholarship award to Harvi-
ena Shell, who is the winner of our local Live Your Dream Award at our Luncheon and 
Fashion show.  Tickets are $35 and may be obtained by calling Ruth Davis, 772-812-9078. 
 

Our Live Your Dream, Harvienna Shell,  grew up as a teenager in a family that needed re-
pairing.  She encountered sexual harassment.  She was afraid to confess wondering if it 
would change her life.  She did not know what to do or whom to turn to. She started her 
educational journey, became a new mother and wife.  Now, 12 years later, a single mother 
with 2 kids, divorced, and no degree.  She moved out on her own, and it was difficult now 
being the sole provider.  Through all of this, she was determined to succeed. She was truly 
passionate about helping people.  She wanted to become a Licensed Therapist.  Today, 
she has still not given up, with assistance from the Live Your Dream Scholarship, not only 
will she be able to pursue her passion, but will be able to live her dream. 

(continued) 
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DISTRICT II CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI St. Lucie  (continued) 
 

Our Live Your Dream award winner Harvienna Shell grew up as a teenager in a family 
that needed repairing.  She encountered sexual harassment.  She was afraid to confess 
wondering if it would change her life.  She did not know what to do or whom to turn to. 
She started her educational journey, became a new mother and wife.  Now, 12 years later, 
a single mother with 2 kids, divorced, and no degree.  She moved out on her own, and it 
was difficult now being the sole provider.  Through all of this, she was determined to suc-
ceed. She was truly passionate about helping people.  She wanted to become a Licensed 
Therapist.  Today, she has still not given up, with assistance from the Live Your Dream 
Scholarship, not only will she be able to pursue her passion, but will be able to live her 
dream. 
 

Our yearly trash to treasures yard sale is one of the ways we involve the community and 
raise monies to support our community projects.  All proceeds are put back into the com-
munity and we give all goods that are not sold to a local non-profit organization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 

SEMINARS HOSTED THIS YEAR BY ST LUCIE CLUB 
January 8, 2015 – Human Trafficking Awareness: Presenters 
were  a Representative of Federal Bureau of Investigation and a 
representative from Coalition for Independent Living Options. 
This seminar was held at the St Lucie County Health Depart-
ment located at 5150 NW Milner Drive Port St Lucie Florida; 
Time was 6:00-8:00 pm Our targeted audience was Health Pro-
fessionals, Educators, Clergy, Law Enforcement, Sororities & 
Fraternities, Community organizations and the general public.  
 

February 12, 2015 – Domestic Violence: Presenter was Gwen McLeod Survivor from We 
Leap Inc. Founder: Theme for the evening was “Why Do We Stay”. Website for this organ-
ization WE_LEAP2.COM; This seminar was held at the 19th Hole Golf & Restaurant Club at 
6:30 pm. Everyone Deserves A Healthy Relationship; Break the Cycle by Joining the 
Awareness Movement to End  Domestic Violence. Florida Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-
800-500-1119; National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233. 
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District III CLUB NEWS 
SI Tuscaloosa—District III Director Caroline Williams 
 

It’s Hot! Hot! Hot! In Tuscaloosa! 
 

It may be cold outside, but SI Tuscaloosa has kept the fall 
and winter months heated up with a packed schedule of 
activities, service and fundraising.  In November, as a one-
day service project, Tuscaloosa held a canned food drive benefitting Priority Veteran.  This 
organization is funded by a grant from The United Way to provide immediate housing and 
other services to homeless veterans.  SI Tuscaloosa has been working with the homeless 
women veterans since last June and has given money for lodging, clothing, food and trans-
portation for job interviews.  We were able to collect 942 cans and we hope to do a repeat 
food drive this spring. 
 
In December, Tuscaloosa Soroptimists spread Christmas cheer for the residents of the 
Phoenix House for Women, a halfway house for those recovering from drug and alcohol 
abuse.  Our Christmas party featured dinner, games, songs and gifts. 

 
  In January, SI Tuscaloosa’s Stop Human Trafficking event featured a com- 
  munity-wide program to raise awareness about the trafficking of women  
  and girls and the fact that Tuscaloosa, AL is located on a major trafficking  
  thoroughfare, I 20/59.  Our featured speaker was Tajuan McCarty, found- 
  er of The WellHouse in Birmingham, AL (the first shelter for adult female 
  human trafficking victims in Alabama) and the 2014 Southern Region  
  Ruby Award winner.  Tajuan spoke about her own human trafficking life  

  experiences and provided advice on how to combat this crime. 
 
 On Saturday, February 28th SI Tuscaloosa’s annual fundraising brunch 
is celebrating its’ 40th anniversary!  The Brunch for Boobs, held at the 
University of Alabama’s Bryant Conference Center will welcome 550 
women to a morning of celebration and camaraderie.  This year, our 
fashion show will feature the latest trends in women’s clothing with 
ensembles by Belk Department Store, Chico’s, and White House/Black 
Market.  Our Packed Purse Drawing is a much anticipated part of the 
program.  The Packed Purses are donated by businesses and individu-
als and are filled with lots of goodies and prizes.  The purses can be designated “In Honor 
of” or “In Memory of” a loved one if a donor wishes.   Our speaker and emcee is Tuscaloosa 
native, radio and television personality and author, Beth Albright. 
 
The temperatures have been frigid alright, but, as you can see, the Soroptimist spirit of 
service has kept things warm and bright here in Tuscaloosa! 
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DISTRICT III CLUB NEWS (continued) 

SI Huntsville 
 

SI Huntsville has had a full and busy winter.  During the Christmas season we had a party 
for the children at Hope Place which is a shelter for women and their children who have 
suffered domestic violence.  We had lots of food, lots of crafts and even a balloon lady.    
 

Our own Christmas party was held at the lovely home of one of our members.  Again, 
there was much delicious food and a rousing game of Dirty Santa.   One of the charities 
which benefitted from our Wine on the Mountain fundraiser was the Koru Silver House 
which is a home for kids who have aged out of foster care or who were on the streets—
some of whom who have been victims of human trafficking.  We found out that its found-
er was desperate for Christmas gifts for the young residents.  So each of our members 
brought a gift card to our party and we were able to take the founder a box of gift cards so 
she could purchase gifts for all the residents.   
 

In January, we all spent the month in an effort to combat human trafficking.  We all placed 
door knob hangers in our neighborhoods and one of our members organized a state-wide 
human trafficking summit which was held in Montgomery, our state capitol.  We all 
helped with this in various ways.  It was extremely successful and will now be an annual 
event. 
 

In February, we held a viewing of “Girl Rising” which was the documentary shown by 
Kayce Jennings at the SIA Convention in Vancouver in July, 2014.  This was well attended 
and we plan to do other viewings in the future at various venues.   
 

On to March where we are hosting the hospitality room for our third annual Kite Festival 
in Huntsville.  It is hosted by numerous local organizations in Huntsville and is called 
“Kites for Social Justice”.   We’ll share more on that later.  It has grown incrementally in 
popularity in our community.  All in all, we are a busy, happy group.  Come visit us! 
 

 

 

 

  SI Montgomery recently announced that the 
  estate of Southern Region Past Governor Joanna  
  Crane has donated over $20,000 to the SI Foun- 
  dation Fund.  Past Governor Joanna served as  
  Governor of Southern Region from 1984 to 1986.   
   

  As you may know, she passed away on November  23,  
  2013.  She was 93 years of age.  Past Governor  

Joanna’s generous gift to Soroptimist epitomizes her dedication and loyalty 
to this great organization.  
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DISTRICT III CLUB NEWS (continued) 
SI Montgomery - DeForrest Ingram 
 

Soroptimist International of Montgomery is very happy to still be a part of Southern Re-
gion.  We continue to steer toward our club awards and events.  
 

In January, SI Montgomery was honored to be a part of the Human Trafficking Summit in 
Montgomery, Alabama.  Past Governor Pat McCay was outstanding in her organization of 
this event.  We want to thank her for all she did. 
 

On February 17, we had our "Live Your Dream" and "Violet Richardson" awards lunch-
eon.  Both recipients and their guests attended.  This year each club member was asked to 
bring a potential new member to the awards luncheon.  It was a great success and all of 
the guests left with a plan to consider becoming members.   

 

(l to r): Award winners Patricia Simpson and Sharon Ware and Anna Kate Bowen,   
 our club’s Foundations Chair.  
 
This March 21, SI Montgomery will be participating as a club in support of the National 
MS Society's Walk.  It gives us an opportunity to show our support as Soroptimists and 
also offers an opportunity for service hours to the community. 
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With all the wintry weather 
many of us have been 

dealing with recently, 
just remember: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

See you at Region Conference! 

 


