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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Davie - “Stolen Girls, Stolen Dreams”

On August 15, 2014, a caravan of club members visited the FBI office in Miami and pre-
sented these seven backpacks to the Victim Witness Specialist and other appreciative FBI
agents. The hope is that, one by one, these victims will discover that someone really does
care and that if you can dream it, you can do it.

An agent of the FBI and the Victim Wit-
ness Specialist joined our November
business meeting where they were pre-
sented with three additional backpacks.
The club was honored when the FBI re
quested that an SI Davie member join
their quarterly meetings as a partner
with the local FBI office to continue our
work to help these young victims who
are finally beginning to “Live Their
Dream.”

We are not done. There are more back packs to fill and deliver to the FBI. But, that’s not
all we’re doing. We're hosting a Human Trafficking Poster Contest and developing a
script for a PSA to film to run in local movie theatres. There is much to do! We invite oth-
er community service organizations to join in this effort in south Florida. Together we
CAN end human trafficking.
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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Stuart

On October 30, SI Stuart partnered with Shared Hope International on an event to help ed-
ucate the public about Human Trafficking. These amazing kids were from Nepal. They are
survivors from their mothers being trafficked right out of their homes as babies.

Donna Linton chaired this event. She did an amazing job!

SI Huntsville, AL

SI Huntsville has been very busy since returning from the SIA Convention in Vancouver.
Our biennial fundraiser, which is our big fundraising event, was held on September

25. Wine On The Mountain, “A Night in Tuscany”, consists of a delicious Italian meal, wine
tasting, raffle, and live and silent auctions. All club members worked very hard and the
night was a big success. We raised over $24,000 for the charities we chose this year.

We have inducted two new enthusiastic members which swells our membership to
24. One of our goals for this year is to have a busy and thriving membership and we are
well on our way toward that goal.

Our club was chartered in Huntsville on November 8, 1969. To cele-
brate our 45th birthday, we held a Birthday Party “Blow Out” at a local
bar/restaurant with good food, an entertaining program, and a birth-
day cake. It was truly a great celebration for our club!




6 outhern Accent Newsletter

CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Atlanta

On October 18, SI Atlanta held their monthly luncheon meeting which was hosted by club
member Barby Cox. We invited potential guests and members of Atlanta Business Wom-
en's Association. Everyone was asked to wear Pink and/or Purple to show support for Oc-
tober's Breast Cancer and Domestic Violence Awareness Month. We had an excellent turn-
out.

October 18 was also the Voice Today
Girls' Retreat for which SI Atlanta has
Py 3 supported by sponsoring one teenager
Breaking the buse MRS to attend. We also put together 30
3 Welcome Gift baskets and donated
them to VoiceToday to use for their
October/November Women and Girls'
retreats. Margaret Paton and Judy
Calland dropped off the carload of dec
orative baskets at the Voice Today
| Center in Marietta and received infor
-/ mation on participating in their No
vember 1 Prayer Day for Women and
Girls. Our members can attend one to
three events on that day as a Day of
Service.
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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI St. Lucie

SI St. Lucie organized a Yard Sale to benefit Women. There was great fun, fellowship, and
food. Food was provided by a new member’s husband (our “Soroptimister”). We are in-
deed happy for the increase in our membership to do greater things. We vow to stay fo-
cused on our mission of empowering women and young girls.

SI Greater Fort Lauderdale

SI Greater Fort Lauderdale sold raffle tickets on a Musical
Bear that had belonged to Past Governor Alicia Zachman.
The donation of $5.00 per ticket supports their club Scholar-
ship Fund. SI Davie member Marie Ambrosino is going to
make the bear their club’s mascot in honor of Past Governor
Alicia, a great lady and a great Soroptimist.
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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Music City Nashville

SI Music City Nashville started this year with a meeting at the offices of our partner, End
Slavery Tennessee. After the business meeting, members put together “survivor bags”,
where clothes and personal items were donated and packaged for trafficking survivors.

Our September meeting was combined with our annual friendship picnic welcoming the
2014-2015 Humphrey Fellows from Vanderbilt University (foreign educators studying in
the U.S. for a year). We were joined by members of the Nashville chapter of Altrusa Inter-
national.

October found one member travelling to the 2014 District Meeting in Tuscaloosa and then
the club hosting Governor Terri as she came to visit in Nashville. President Millie urged
each Soroptimist to bring in one new member this year, and we got off to a good start by
installing three new members at our October meeting.

November started by sharing a booth at a local crafts fair with one of our newest members.
While our member sold plants from her “Garden Nook”, we distributed materials and
talked to fair-goers about Soroptimist. The club celebrated Thanksgiving early with our
pot luck dinner held at the home of Priscilla Tatarsky. Twenty five Soroptimists and
friends attended, including four prospective members. We are well on our way to a pro-
ductive year!
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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Coral Gables - “Life Began in a Garden”

In the current World Health Organization (WHO) Annual Report, Director-General Dr. Mar-
garet Chan warns that by 2020, behavioral health disorders will surpass all physical dis-
eases as a major cause of disability worldwide. It is a daunting scenario that is fast ap-
proaching us.

SI Coral Gables “Mustard Seed” project is but a tiny seed growing beside a facility where
every behavioral health disorder lives. The 65 women at Agape have been incarcerated,
experienced substance abuse, have diseases such as HIV, STD's, Hepatitis C, represent the
low-income strata of society - with its concomitant lack of education, and some are victims
of human trafficking. There are many obstacles in the path of their transition to society,
but notably, their greatest barrier is inadequate human resources for mental health, lack of
public mental health leadership, and lack of interest for re-entry programs.

Against this background, “Mustard Seed” has created a calm outdoors space - outside the
door of the Agape kitchen/dining area where the women experience equal opportunities
to learn gardening from the ground up. Classes start on a yoga mat with stretching and
breathing exercises. Dunkin Donuts coffee is offered as a welcomed addition to their
Agape coffee. Nutrition is improved by a constant sampling of the produce the women are
growing. This way, by repetition and establishing a routine of combating their so-

cial isolation and loneliness, the psychosocial care offered lowers the stressors of the insti-
tutional regimen.

The women start planting from seed and when harvest time arrives, they sell their pro-
duce at Farmers’ Markets. This Mother Nature cycle allows learning and becomes a poten-
tial catalyst for social change. As one of the participants said: "Selling veggies is so much
easier than selling myself”.

A case in point, is that of Melissa, who ran away from a sexually abusive home in Wiscon-
sin, was ‘recruited’ into ‘the life’ at age 13, and worked for a pimp for ten years. A Miami
judge elected to let her finish her jail sentence for fraud in Agape, and she joined “Mustard
Seed” in January 2014. Melissa graduated as an intern from “Mustard Seed” in April, and
was the main speaker at the Women’s Fund of Miami (one of our grantors) luncheon last
May. During her presentation, it was apparent that the Mustard Seed project had started
an empowering process in her, had built a sense of ownership of her life, and enhanced her
resilience - all of which had been missing in a lifestyle lived in the street.

Currently, Melissa is working 10 hours a week at Kristi House as a mentor of abused chil-
dren, and 20 hours a week with James Jiler, our partner from Urban Green Works. James
sent me an email describing the work the “Mustard Seed” interns are doing at a site where
he works: "The girls took ownership of the project from the first day, and are transforming
a barren industrial space into pallet heaven. Itislooking amazing so far.”




é outhern Accent Newsletter

CLUB NEWS (continued)

SI Coral Gables - “Life Began in a Garden” (continued)

All interns earn $10 an hour, which lessens the economic insecurity that can lead to de-
pression and recidivism.

SI Coral Gables is a member of the South Florida Human Trafficking Task Force (SFHTTF)
and at the Women's Fund luncheon, Melissa was introduced to Kateriina Rosenblatt, who
is also a member of the Task Force and a founder of '"There is hope for me". Kateriina,
also a human trafficking survivor from Miami Beach, offers a viable alternative for Melis-
sa. Dr. Rosenblatt has a Ph.D. in conflict analysis and resolution, and an LLM graduate law
degree in intercultural human rights. She works closely with law enforcement agencies,
such as the FBI and Homeland Security to eliminate human slavery.

Thanks to Kateriina's invitation, Melissa attended this year's Shared Hope International
Conference held in Washington, D.C. on November 6-8. The Juvenile Sex Trafficking Con-
ference (JuST) concentrated on the demand: the driving force of the commercial sex in-
dustry. SI of Coral Gables donated the cost of Melissa's accommodations and her expens-
es for the conference.

Since this article started with a quote from Dr. Margaret Chan, [ will end it by quoting
from a former physician to the Queen of England who has said he would like to prescribe
more gardening to improve the UK nation's health, and make huge potential savings to
the National Health Services. These two physicians are part of a trend that stems back to
the 18th Century, when Dr. Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declaration of Independence
and the man recognized as the “Father of Modern Psychiatry" who was first to document
the positive effect working in the garden had on individuals with mental illness.

And one last quote: Do you remember what were Candide’s final words to Dr. Pangloss in
Candide?: "All that is well, but let us cultivate our garden." Amen! He answered, "Because
you have little faith. I tell you solemnly, if your faith were the size of a mustard seed you
could say to the mountain, “Move from here to there”, and it would move; nothing would
be impossible for you." Matthew 17:20

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SOUTHERN ACCENT NEWSLETTER

The next issue of the Southern Accent Newsletter will be published in February
2015. Please submit all of your articles and pictures outlining your Region Human

Trafficking projects and other club events to the Southern Accent Editor and Im-
mediate Past Governor Pat McCay (pmccay@TTS-LLC.com) NO LATER THAN
February 3, 2015.
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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Tampa

SI Tampa is off to a busy start for the 2014-2015 calendar year. We have multiple service
projects and fundraising efforts this year. Our committees have been hard at work and
the theme of “We Are One” is reiterated through every event, email communication, or
text exchange. I truly am loving being a Tampa Soroptimist.

Our service projects are with the ALPHA House, Teen Achievers, and Leadership Group at
the Central YMCA in Tampa. We have quarterly events at the ALPHA House which teach
the importance of family through meals. We have monthly sessions with the Teen Achiev-
ers. The sessions have been creating dream boards, the importance of giving back in the
community, the value of a dollar, and this year we also started an every other month book
club. The book club is held at local venues the girls may have never have had the oppor-
tunity to visit. We also have had five sessions with the leadership group at the Central
YMCA teaching the youth about being financially savvy and a multi week course of proper
etiquette. We have had great community support with the YMCA, local restaurants, the
ALPHA House, USF, and local businesses.

We have also been dedicated to our fundraising efforts and have reached the number
where we can award three $1,000.00 Live Your Dream: Training and Education Awards
for Women. The twice a year plant sale at USF does double duty as we use it as a commu-
nity awareness event for Soroptimist while raising funds for our club. We had our first
ever Zumba Fundraiser and were able to have local vendors sell items at the event and
donate a percentage of sales back to our club. We had our first ever Fall Flea Market and
plan to still have our Spring Flea Market in March. We will be participating in
#GivingTuesday again this year which was a success for our club last calendar year.
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CLUB NEWS (continued)
SI Tampa (continued)

Our community awareness and outreach has come in many forms. We are diligently
working to charter a new Soroptimist club in West Pasco and have attended a Women'’s
Expo. The Expo had a major focus on Human Trafficking; it also served two purposes -
recruitment and awareness. We also held an event at The PACE Center in West Pasco
which had 7 committed members for West Pasco in attendance. We are working on our
January project for Human Trafficking awareness which will not only continue to spread
the word about human trafficking but it will show how Soroptimist is involved in the mis-
sion.

Our plan began at our first meeting in August and by sticking to that plan we have
achieved great things in our community. The impact we are making in the lives of women
and girls in Tampa is visible and constant. The best part of SI Tampa is the members.
Each member is dedicated to the mission and everyone has stepped up to ensure our con-
tinued success!

SI Tampa, SI Pinellas County, and future SI West Pasco enjoyed a beautiful day this past
Saturday, November 15 for our first ever Tri-County Picnic.
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SOUTHERN REGION HUMAN TRAFFICKING PROJECT
January 11-18, 2015

Governor Terri is asking each club in Southern Region to hold an event during the week
of January 11-18, 2015, to raise awareness of human trafficking. Region Project Chair
Cathi Tho, assisted by Region Public Awareness Chair Susan Coyle, challenged clubs at Dis-
trict [ & Il meeting to participate in this region-wide project in January. For more infor-
mation, contact Cathi Iho at tennisciho@att.net. For information on how to publicize
your human trafficking project in your local newspaper, or with your local radio or televi-
sion stations, contact Susan Coyle at flscoyle@aol.com.

THERE ARE MORE SILLAVES
IN THE WORLD TODAY
THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME

IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD!
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UNITED NATIONS NEWS
Margaret McCaffery

During the Vancouver SIA Conference, SI President Ann Garvie, Cam-
bridge, England, invited all participants to attend the 65th Annual UN Department of Pub-
lic Information/Non-Governmental Organization Conference (UN DPI/NGO), on August
27-29, 2014, held in New York City for the first time in many years.

UN PRIMER: This Conference was held in 2014, because the initial Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, (MDG’s) which were adopted by all the world’s leaders in the year 2000,
(including the USA), are coming to an end in 2015. These MDG's are not too important to
the 34 top developed countries who find it easier to meet and report on their annual de-
veloping goals - even in this economic status. But, the MDG’s are important because they
drive the overall direction that the developing 159 countries agree to follow and annually
report on.

The old MDG’s will now be the “SDG’s” which shifts the emphasis towards Sustainable
Development Goals. President Garvie explained SI would be pushing for a Post-2015
development agenda that would meet the needs of women and girls, and announced that
all attending SI delegates would be working with partners to help influence the Confer-
ence Outcome Document, a concerted response from NGO’s to the draft “Sustainable De-
velopment Goals”.

There were 28 SI members (from as far as Taiwan) who made the effort to show up in
New York City, learning along the way how to get around the labyrinthine hallways of the
UN headquarters building. We were well led by Immediate Past President Alice Wells and
past SIA President Sharon Fisher. The general impression attendees took from the experi-
ence was the importance of SI's unique status at the UN. That’s when being around since
1921, and being present at the signing of the UN Charter in San Francisco in 1945 really
counts!

UN PRIMER: Sl is one of 3,000 recognized
NGOs at Headquarters, and it is one of

148 NGOs worldwide which is granted
general consultative status. SI/UN Repre
sentatives are able to take the floor at
meetings, distribute our position papers,

and have complete access to Members

¢} States and the Secretariat. Sl is also one

4 of only 11 among all the NGOs who focus

on women'’s issues. The unique world-

wide recognition of our competence on wom-
en’s issues is well-known at Headquarters -
which stands as sharp contrast to SI being a ‘well-kept secret’ in our own communities.
For more details, please search, under
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